
 

 

you want to at-

tend the Bowie 

Baysox game on 

June 14th, reserve 

your tickets now.  For more infor-

mation on these and all of the 

MWPHCC events, check out the 

upcoming events insert in this 

newsletter.  

Please note that our May meeting 

date has changed because of the 

PHCC Leadership and Legislative 

Conference.  Our May meeting 

will be the second Thursday of the 

month on May 8, 2008.  We hope 

to see you there.   

If you have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact me at 

301-982-5373. 

As you are receiving this, many of 

us are participating in the PHCC-

NA Leadership & Legislative Con-

ference from April 30 - May 3rd.  

This year seems especially impor-

tant to get involved politically with 

promoting the plumbing industry 

for various reasons.  To begin with, 

this year we are celebrating 

PHCCôs 125th Anniversary Cele-

bration.  This is a great accomplish-

ment and marks a historic mile-

stone.  Additionally, the National 

Plumbing Industry Week was rec-

ognized by Congress this year 

(check out page 6 in the newsletter 

for more information).  Plumbers 

are learning about water conserva-

tion, sustainable communities and 

ways to be more ñGreen.ò  It is 

time to let the public understand 

more about our trade and our com-

mitment to the health and safety of 

our country.  

Finally, this year we will be having 

a Presidential election.  Despite 

what you may feel about the choice 

of candidates and the political sys-

tem in our country, it is important 

to get involved.  Political decisions 

have a huge impact on our busi-

nesses and our personal lives.  

Come to our meetings and get in-

volved in PHCC so that your voice 

can be heard.  

If you would like to join us at our 

golf tournament on May 12th at the 

Univ. of MD golf course, you need 

to sign up immediately. Also, if 

Message from the President ñ Glenn King 

Washington Winnelson Company Sponsors May Meeting 

Join us for the May Membership 

Meeting on Thursday, May 8, 2008 

sponsored by Washington Winnel-

son Company. 

Our membership meeting and din-

ner begin at 7:30 pm at the Clarion 

Inn in College Park, MD.  At 6:30 

pm, Washington Winnelson Com-

pany will be providing free techni-

cal training during the T-4 Table 

Top Technical Training Seminar on 

T & S Brass Products.   

Washington Winnelson Company 

is a leading distributor of plumbing 

supplies in the United States.  It is 

on the Forbes list of Americaôs 

largest privately-held companies. 

They conduct business-to-business 

wholesale distribution of plumbing 

and heating supplies; industrial 

pipes, valves and fittings; heating, 

ventilation, air conditioning, refrig-

eration equipment; electrical equip-

ment; electronics; industrial and 

commercial fastening hardware; 

waterworks and utility supplies; 

and domestic, commercial and 

industrial pumps. 

Their vision is to be the premier 

wholesale distribution company 

for its customers, vendors and its 

employees. 

We hope you will join us for the 

May meeting and see what Wash-

ington Winnelson Company can 

offer you. 
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Calendar of Events 

May 8 - Meeting 

5:00  -Board Meeting 

6:30 - Training   

7:30 - Dinner and 

General Meeting 

Ma y 12 - Golf at UMD 

June 5 - Open Board 

Meeting - open to all 

members 

June 14 - Bowie Baysox 
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Ray Handy is our Member of the 

Month.   Ray has been working 

in the Plumbing and HVAC 

Industry for his entire career.  

While still in college, Ray 

worked for a commercial plumb-

ing mechanical contracting com-

pany called DeChard and 

McLaughlin.  He worked for 

them for 4 years on various resi-

dential and hotel projects. 

Ray graduated from the Univer-

sity of Dayton and went to work 

for Washington Gas.  He worked 

there for 32 years until his retire-

ment in February 2003.  Ray 

held different positions with 

Washington Gas and was Direc-

tor of the Contract/Manufacturer 

and Telemarketing Divisions 

during the last 16 years of em-

ployment.  He worked to supply 

customers in need of HVAC 

work with the names of qualified 

contractors.  The contractors 

were required to meet strict crite-

ria in order to be a member of the 

Washington Gas program. 

Ray has been an active member 

of the MWPHCC for over 20 

years and has been on our Board 

of Directors for the last 10 years.  

He is currently serving as the 2nd 

Vice President and works ac-

tively to support the association 

helping out on many projects.  He 

is working hard planning this 

years Golf Tournament as he has 

done such a great job with this in 

the past. 

Ray is currently Vice President 

and part owner of The John G. 

Webster Company which has 

been in business for over 96 

years. 

Ray  feels strongly that it is a 

privilege to be a member of the 

MWPHCC.  He has seen many 

changes in the industry over the 

years and has witnessed the 

many benefits that the members 

receive from our association.  He 

states that our group has the 

tremendous support of our dis-

tributors and manufacturers.  

They enable us to offer excellent 

trainings and opportunities to our 

members each month.  He would 

like to see our association use 

our buying power to support 

those who support the 

MWPHCC. 

Member of the Month - Ray Handy 
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Green Solutions for Plumbing Businesses 

It is difficult to turn on the tele-

vision or the radio and not hear 

about ñgreenò initiatives.  It is 

everywhere in our society. Many 

businesses, schools, and commu-

nities are trying to adjust their 

practices so they can join in to 

try and improve the environ-

ment.  Two questions can arise 

for our members.  What does it 

mean to be a ñGreenò business 

and how does this translate to a 

plumbing business.  To answer 

the first question, a green busi-

ness is one that complies with all 

applicable environmental regula-

tions.  They conserve energy, 

water and other natural resources 

and they develop and implement 

practices that prevent pollution 

and waste.  To answer the 2nd 

question of applying green busi-

ness strategies to the plumbing 

industry,  here are some areas 

where you can make a difference: 

Moving to biodiesel vehicles 

with each new vehicle - 

meaning the fuel will come 

from renewable plant 

sources. 

The promotion of  more 

energy efficient plumbing 

installations, such as tank-

less water heaters. Since the 

water does not have to be 

kept hot just in case it is 

needed, less energy is used, 

helping to reduce carbon 

emissions. 

The promotion of water-

saving shower heads and 

faucets. 

Use of environmentally-

friendly biological drain 

openers. 

A reduction in office paper 

usage by 85%. 

Another great place to start  is to 

take a  look at recycling, energy 

efficiency and focus on reusable 

materials right in your office. 

Working toward more green 

business policies may initially 

seem complicated and bother-

some but learning about and 

implementing green practices 

will be likely to bring additional 

revenue to your business and 

improve everyone's living space. 
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