
 

 

Atlanta, GA, is 

fast upon us.  If 

you are planning 

to attend, donôt 

wait any longer to register.  This 

years focus is a timely one:  learn-

ing new ways to manage your 

business profitability and effi-

ciently during challenging times.  

There are many networking oppor-

tunities and seminars to help you 

enhance your business.  I hope to 

see you there. 

If you have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact me at 

301-982-5373. 

As summer winds down to a close, 

we are already planning many new 

activities for the fall.  Our Board of 

Directors have met this summer 

and are busy planning exciting 

events for the 2008 - 2009 year.  

Iôve been thinking about our mem-

bership and trying to find ways to 

encourage current members to 

participate more actively and re-

cruit new members.  The current 

economic climate is very challeng-

ing for small businesses.  Our 

group provides excellent opportuni-

ties to learn and grow as a business 

owner.  From the very basics of  

running your business to more 

complex business strategies, our 

association is a key factor towards 

success.  I would be very interested  

in ideas that you have to provide 

more useful trainings, services, etc. 

to our members.  Please be sure to 

attend our meetings this fall and 

bring some fresh ideas of how we 

can better serve you. 

Our first meeting of the season will 

be September 11th (*note this is 

the 2nd Thursday of the month) 

and we are planning a great meet-

ing and some commemorative ac-

tivities to honor this important day. 

The PHCC-National Convention in 

Message from the President ñ Glenn King 

Thos. Somerville Sponsors September Meeting 

We hope you will join us for our 

September meeting on Thursday, 

September 11, 2008 sponsored by 

Thos. Somerville. 

Beginning at 6:30 p.m. representa-

tives will be showcasing A.O. 

Smithôs new line of tankless gas 

water heaters.  Following the train-

ing Thos. Somerville will sponsor 

the general meeting and dinner.  

You wonôt want to miss the train-

ing or the meeting. 

 Thos. Somerville began their cus-

tomer focused business over 140 

years ago.  A family owned busi-

ness from the start, Thos. Somer-

ville Co. strives to operate cus-

tomer focused branch operations. 

At Thos. Somerville Co., they 

know that excellent service is the 

key to their success.  

Besides consistent competitive 

pricing; the Thos. Somerville Co. 

offers contractors a broad deep 

flexible inventory, industry train-

ing that supports innovative prod-

uct changes, and flexible credit 

terms.  They offer these services to 

support contractors at every level 

of business.   

In the Washington, DC area, Thos. 

Somerville has recently moved to a 

more spacious location in 6250 

Chillum Place, NW.   

Please join us on September 11th 

to find out more. 

Metropolitan Washington Association of 

Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors 

September 2008 
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Calendar of Events 

Sept. 11 - Meeting 

5:00 -Board Meeting 

6:30 -Training  Semi-

nar  

7:30 p.m. - Dinner 

and General Meeting 

Oct. 7 - Meeting 

Nov. 6 - Meeting 
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IRS Increases Mileage Rates 

In June of this year, the IRS 

announced an increase in the 

optional standard mileage rates 

for the final six months of 2008. 

Taxpayers may use the optional 

standard rates to calculate the 

deductible costs of operating an 

automobile for business, charita-

ble, medical or moving purposes. 

The rate will increase to 58.5 

cents a mile for all business 

miles driven from July 1, 2008, 

through Dec. 31, 2008. This is an 

increase of eight (8) cents from 

the 50.5 cent rate in effect for the 

first six months of 2008, as set 

forth in Rev. Proc. 2007-70.  

In recognition of recent gasoline 

price increases, the IRS made 

this special adjustment for the 

final months of 2008. The IRS 

normally updates the mileage 

rates once a year in the fall for 

the next calendar year. 

"Rising gas prices are having a 

major impact on individual 

Americans. Given the increase 

in prices, the IRS is adjusting 

the standard mileage rates to 

better reflect the real cost of 

operating an automobile," said 

IRS Commissioner Doug Shul-

man. "We want the reimburse-

ment rate to be fair to taxpay-

ers." 

While gasoline is a significant 

factor in the mileage figure, 

other items enter into the calcu-

lation of mileage rates, such as 

depreciation and insurance and 

other fixed and variable costs. 

The optional business standard 

mileage rate is used to compute 

the deductible costs of operat-

ing an automobile for business 

use in lieu of tracking actual 

costs. This rate is also used as a 

benchmark by the federal gov-

ernment and many businesses 

to reimburse their employees 

for mileage. 

The new six-month rate for 

computing deductible medical 

or moving expenses will also 

increase by eight (8) cents to 27 

cents a mile, up from 19 cents 

for the first six months of 2008. 

The rate for providing services 

for charitable organizations is 

set by statute, not the IRS, and 

remains at 14 cents a mile. 

Taxpayers always have the 

option of calculating the actual 

costs of using their vehicle 

rather than using the standard 

mileage rates.  

For more information, you can 

visit the IRS website at: 

http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/

article/0,,id=184163,00.html 

PHCC Involved in National Debate on Rising Fuel Costs 

 PHCC is continuing its high 

profile involvement in the na-

tional debate on increased fuel 

costs.  On June 18th, PHCC met 

with White House officials via 

conference call to discuss rising 

gas prices.  Keith Hennessey, 

Assistant to the President for 

Economic Policy and Director, 

National Economic Council, 

spoke to industry groups on the 

call to discuss the pressing issue 

of skyrocketing fuel costs. Ear-

lier in the day President Bush 

made a statement urging Con-

gress to act quickly to help 

American families by removing 

barriers to domestic production 

of oil and gasoline. 

Both Republicans and Democ-

rats are desperate to address the 

pain at the pump.  Democrats 

are in an especially precarious 

position because of their con-

trol of both the House and Sen-

ate.  Feeling public pressure, 

House Democrats are trying to 

figure out how fast they can 

create a new proposal for ad-

dressing high gas 

prices.  PHCC has been at the 

forefront of this debate on ris-

ing fuel costs.  For example, 

Government Relations Chair-

man Tim Williford of Southern 

Piping in North Caro-

lina testified before Congress in 

April on the impact gas prices 

are having on the p-h-c indus-

try, giving a firsthand account 

of how they are straining small 

businesses. 

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rp-07-70.pdf
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Join us at the MWPHCC Meeting 
on 

Thursday, September 11, 2008 

At the 

Clarion Inn of College Park  

8601 Baltimore Avenue  

College Park, Maryland 20740 
   

Meeting and Training 

Sponsored by 

Thos. Somerville 
  

6:30 pm ð T-4:  Table Top Technical Training: 
  

òA.O. Smith Tankless Gas Water Heaters.ó 
 
  

7:30 pm ð General Meeting & Dinner   
  
  

Join us for great networking and information 
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Plumbers Play Important Role in Green Revolution 

"Americans waste 900 billion gallons 

of water a year by flushing 

old, inefficient toilets," Kevin Tindall, 

a member of the Plumbing-Heating-

Cooling ContractorsðNational Asso-

ciation (PHCC), told a Congressional 

committee exploring green technolo-

giesô impact on economic growth on 

July 10.  

Emphasizing the PHCCôs 125-year 

history of protecting the health and 

safety of the public, Tindall asked 

Congress and the federal govern-

ment to consider the expertise and 

opinions of PHCC members as new 

green technologies are evaluated and 

implemented.  Plumbing contractors 

play a major role in the nationôs effort 

to conserve both water and energy, 

according to Tindall, who is owner of 

Tindall & Ranson Plumbing Heating 

and Air Conditioning in Princeton, 

N.J.  He also is chairman of PHCCôs 

Green Plumbing and Water Conserva-

tion Task Force.  

During his testimony before a House 

Small Business Committee on ñThe 

Role of Green Technologies in Spur-

ring Economic Growth,ò Tindall 

highlighted PHCCôs water conserva-

tion efforts, including the 2008 Sum-

mer Water Conservation Initiative.  In 

addition, PHCCôs partnerships with 

organizations like the Environmental 

Protection Agencyôs (EPA) Wa-

terSense program and Green 

Plumbers USA are an integral part 

of the overall effort to promote the 

use of green technologies, which 

help stimulate economic growth 

for Americaôs small plumbing 

companies. 

ñAs the (Small Business) Commit-

tee reviews options for how the 

federal government can help fur-

ther advance the role of green 

technologies, it is important to 

consider the efforts and impacts 

on small businesses in the plumb-

ing industry and how they are 

helping drive momentum in ways 

that are already positively impact-

ing the economy,ò he said.  

ñBecause PHCC members are 

involved in the actual installation 

and maintenance of water devices 

and systems, they offer a direct 

experience perspective and exper-

tise that is very helpful during 

discussions,ò he said.  

On behalf of PHCC, Tindall added 

that further testing and analysis be 

performed to evaluate the com-

patibility of the existing water and 

sewer infrastructure. ñAt this time 

there are concerns that Americaôs 

existing infrastructure cannot 

handle the water-efficient prod-

ucts being considered,ò he 

said.  ñTesting and analysis 

should be performed for both 

residential and commercial sys-

tems before mandates for high- 

efficiency toilets or other ultra-

low water consumption products 

are adopted.  The impact of 

these low water consumption 

products on the entire plumbing 

system must be considered.ò  

Tindall also urged Congress to 

provide adequate funding for 

water-related legislative initia-

tives like the annual EPA appro-

priations measures, the Safe 

Drinking Water Act and the 

Clean Water Act. Monies should 

also be dedicated toward re-

search into recycled water tech-

nology and toward improve-

ments in water and sewer infra-

structure, he said.  In closing 

Tindall, emphasized the impor-

tant role the plumbing industry 

has in the effort to conserve our 

nationôs most precious resource, 

water. 

Reprinted with permission from 

PHCC-NA.  For more informa-

tion contact, Charlotte Perham 

at perham@naphcc.org 

ñBecause PHCC mem-

bers are involved in the 

actual installation and 

maintenance of water 

devices and systems, 

they offer a direct ex-

perience perspective 

and expertise that is 

very helpful during dis-

cussions,ò . 

MWPHCC Website Updates 
 

Be sure to visit our website.  We have been working to bring it up to date.  You can check 

our site for all recent and upcoming meetings,  events, trainings, and information that you 

need.  Check out www.dcplumbers.com.  

http://www.tindallranson.com/index.mv?screen=home
http://www.tindallranson.com/index.mv?screen=home
http://www.phccweb.org/Newsroom/content.cfm?PreviewContentItem=13434&token=17908&userID=&navItemNumber=5676
http://www.phccweb.org/Newsroom/content.cfm?PreviewContentItem=13434&token=17908&userID=&navItemNumber=5676
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/
http://www.greenplumbersusa.com/
http://www.greenplumbersusa.com/


 

 

Page 7 

 


